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Girls get into a new donated van at Save Girls on FYER in Waterbury on Tuesday. The group used grant money to buy a van
the agency will use to address the emotional and physical needs of young, inner city girls. 

Local News
DAILY DIGEST
WAT E R B U R Y  

Police accuse city woman
of assault at nightclub 

A city woman was held on a $125,000 bond
Tuesday in connection with slicing a woman in
the arm as she was leaving a nightclub. 

Katherine Thompson, 27, was charged with
first-degree assault after police identified her as

the assailant of a 23-year-old
woman who was leaving the
Tropix Ultra Lounge nightclub,
which sits in a strip mall in the
300 block of Stillson Road. 

As the woman was leaving the
club on June 1 at about 2 a.m.,
she argued with Thompson in
the parking lot. A bouncer kept
the two ladies apart, but police
learned from video surveillance

that when the women were separated, Thompson
pulled something from her bra. 

The woman then took a swing at Thompson,
who raised her arm. Witnesses told police the
woman’s arm began to bleed. The wound was
deep enough to require surgery and the woman
needed additional treatment at Yale New Haven
Hospital, she told police. 

Thompson was also charged with breach of
peace in connection with the incident. She’s due
in Waterbury Superior Court later this year. 

B E A C O N  FA L L S  

Firefighters take care of 
bike blaze on Rimmon Hill Road

Firefighters quickly doused a motorcycle that
caught fire at a home on Rimmon Hill Road Mon-
day night.

Beacon Hose Co. No. 1 responded to a motorcy-
cle fire at 437 Rimmon Hill Road at 10:27 p.m.,
Fire Chief Brian DeGeorge said. Crews were on
the scene in less than five minutes, he said, and the
fire was under control less than 10 minutes later.

DeGeorge said the homeowner reported he was
working on the motorcycle in the garage when it
backfired through the carburetor and caught fire.
He tried to put out the fire with a hose in the
garage, but that didn’t work, DeGeorge said.
Neighbors then arrived and they dragged the mo-
torcycle out of the garage using a chain, DeGe-
orge said.

DeGeorge said no one was injured. The fire
didn’t spread to the garage or the house, he said,
but it melted a garage door and siding on the
home.

WAT E R B U R Y  

Lakewood Park beach 
reopens after bacteria scare

Lakewood Park beach reopened Tuesday after
showing elevated levels of bacteria last week.

City officials took water samples on Monday
and determined bacteria fell within accepted lev-
els. The beach had been closed since Friday.

The park’s large geese population, which defe-
cates in the water, is blamed for causing the bac-
teria accumulation.

W O L C O T T  

Grove Beach picnic and 
parade set for Aug. 3

The Grove Beach Association’s annual picnic
and parade will take place on Aug. 3.

Line up is at 10:30 a.m. with the parade begin-
ning at 11 a.m. on Fern Avenue. A picnic at Grove
Beach Pavilion will follow. 

the Mattatuck Fife and Drum Band will lead
the parade, followed by local dignitaries.

Anyone who wants to march, bike, use a float or
walk a dog is invited to do so. For information,
contact Lou Vanasse at 203-879-9517.

CONTRIBUTED

A motorcycle caught fire at 437 Rimmon Hill
Road in Beacon Falls Monday night. Firefighters
quickly doused the fire and no one was injured. 

BY PAUL  HUGHES
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

HARTFORD — The state
Supreme Court upheld the con-
viction of a Jamaican national
in one of Waterbury’s biggest
heroin busts at the time.

The 6-0 ruling released
Tuesday concluded the im-
proper admission of hearsay
evidence that linked Casey
Sinclair to a drug-laden SUV
was not a harmful error that
warranted a new trial.

The justices also
rejected a claimed vi-
olation of Sinclair’s
rights to due process
and a fair trial be-
cause the state prose-
cutor made improper
remarks in closing ar-
guments.

Waterbury police
organized surveil-
lance in the vicinity of the
Brass City Mall after receiving
a tip of a possible drug deal go-
ing down on the evening of

Feb. 13, 2013.
The tip said a Jeep

Liberty with New York
license plates would
be arriving carrying a
large amount of drugs.
Police spotted the SUV
exiting Interstate 84
near the Brass Mill
Center.

Subsequently, the
SUV was stopped, and a po-
lice dog alerted on 10 bricks
of heroin that had been
stashed in a hidden compart-

ment. Police also found
$12,248 in cash.

Each brick contained ap-
proximately 1,000 prepack-
aged bags of heroin. The
street value of the drugs was
estimated between $45,000
and $60,000.

Sinclair, 44, is currently
serving an eight-year sen-
tence. His maximum release
date is May 21, 2022. 

Sinclair is also the subject
of a federal immigration de-
tainer.

Heroin conviction stands 
Court ruling: Hearsay evidence doesn’t warrant new trial
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WATERBURY 

T he girls climbed
one by one into
the parked van,
bound for an ac-

tivity inner city youth rarely
get an opportunity to partici-
pate in — sailing and kayak-
ing lessons.

Even though they may not
grow up to be sailors or pad-
dling enthusiasts, they knew
there was a greater purpose
behind their educational trip.

“It forces you to talk with
new people and not just stay

with the same people all the
time,” 15-year-old Mia
Nartey said.

“All in all, it’s a new experi-
ence,” Ana Coyanda-Parkzes,
13, said. “It’s pushing you out
of your comfort zone, rather

than just sailing itself.”
To embrace new experi-

ences and seize opportunities
to grow are tenets behind the
programming at Save Girls on
FYER, which provides men-
toring and enrichment for in-
ner city girls ages 11 to 17.

The acronym stands for
“Future Young Educated
Role model.”

The agency will be able to
grow its programs, including
trips such as this one to the
Quassy Sailing Center, thanks
to a $35,000 grant from the

Elisha Leavenworth Founda-
tion that helped purchase a
van for transportation.

“The main purpose of us
getting this grant is, besides
field trips, to get our girls
outside of Waterbury and
outside of their normal envi-
ronment,” said Jacquee
Porter, founder of Save Girls
on FYER.
“College tours is one of our
big things; to let them ex-
plore a lot of different col-

TIME FOR A ROAD TRIP

MIKE
PATRICK

CITY
BEAT

BY JONATHAN SHUGARTS
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

WATERBURY — A felon who
led police on a car chase and
crashed into two police cars has
been indicted on gun charges by
a federal grand jury.

Desi Williams, 38, was
chased by the city’s Street
Crimes Unit and Gang Task
Force after police say he
made what appeared to be a
hand-to-hand drug transac-
tion with people near Walnut
Street in January.

A federal grand jury indict-
ed Williams Monday on a
count of illegal possession of
a firearm by a felon. 

Felon faces 
gun charges 
from chase

See GUN, Page 5B

BY COLIN  SPENCER
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

CHESHIRE

N atalia Pepe, 8, is
one step closer to
becoming the
Doodle for

Google champion after being
announced as a national fi-
nalist in the competition. As a
finalist, she is already in line
to receive a $5,000 college
scholarship.
Natalia, who entered the
competition as a 3rd-grader
at St. Bridget School earlier
this year, was announced as a
finalist last week and joins
four other competitors from
Puerto Rico, Texas, New Jer-
sey and Georgia. 

Google doodle has hope

JIM SHANNON REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN 

Natalia Pepe, 8, stands in front of her doodle at St.
Bridget School in Cheshire after being named the 
winner for Connecticut in June as part of the Doodle
for Google competition. See GOOGLE, Page 5B

CHESHIRE GIRL, 8, A FINALIST FOR HOME PAGE LOGO 

New van will help agency show girls another world 

See BUS, Page 5B

Thompson
CONTRIBUTED
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Girls get into a new donated van at Save Girls on FYER in Waterbury on Tuesday. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 3, 2019 M REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN 5B

Williams now faces state
and local charges in connec-
tion to the incident.

The charge relates to an al-
leged incident on Jan. 28 in
which police watched Williams
outside of a bodega on Walnut
Street. Williams was seen ap-
proaching people on the street
and appeared to exchange
items with people in cars, ac-
cording to police. 

Following that surveillance,
detectives followed the Ford
SUV he was in as it sped south
on Walnut Street. It blew
through a stop sign, according
to police. The SUV eventually
came to a stop near the mall, but
as an officer approached on
foot, Williams sped away, then
crashed into the front of a police
cruiser as he tried to escape.

The collision had enough
force to disable the police car,
but not the SUV, which drove

forward, crashing into the
front of another police car be-
fore hopping a curb to escape
the traffic stop, according to
police.

Police continued to follow
the SUV about a dozen
blocks north to Locust
Street where it pushed
another detective’s car
backward while trying
to turn around in the
middle of the road. A
short time later, it cut
through a small dirt
parking lot near
Mami’s Grocery on
Walnut Street where it
crashed into a utility pole.

Williams bailed from the
car, ran through backyards of
several homes and was hold-
ing onto a fence when officers
took him into custody.

Police found a loaded, .22-
caliber Smith & Wesson re-

volver inside the car, which
Williams was barred from
possessing due to his past
felony convictions.

Williams has a rap sheet that
includes robberies and a burgla-

ry and remains jailed
on a $500,000 bond in
connection with a list
of gun and motor vehi-
cle charges, including
attempted assault of a
police officer. 

Williams was in-
dicted as part of the
federal Project Safe
Neighborhoods pro-
gram. That ongoing

Department of Justice initia-
tive aims to reduce violent
gun crime through partner-
ships between police depart-
ments and the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office, which screens
local gun cases for federal
charges. 

GUN: Police found weapon in car

Williams
CONTRIBUTED

She became a finalist after
her doodle was chosen in a
vote by the general public in
June. Pepe now has a chance
to be the competition’s win-
ner, which would have her
doodle featured on Google’s
main page along with receiv-
ing a $30,000 college scholar-
ship, a trip to Google’s head-
quarters in California and
Google merchandise. 

Additionally, St. Bridget
School would receive $50,000
to upgrade its technology. 

Each of the five remaining
contenders serves as their
grade group’s representative
with Pepe representing the

grades K-3 winner. The other
contenders represent grades
4-5, 6-7, 8-9, and 10-12.

The other four contenders
who don’t win will have their
artwork featured in the com-
petition’s gallery in addition
to receiving a trip to the com-
pany’s headquarters, a
$5,000 college scholarship
and gifts from Google.

Natalia could not be reached
for comment this week.

Her work was one of 53
pieces originally chosen in
April by a panel of guest
judges and other competitors.
One piece was chosen from a
competitor in every state of

the country and Washington
D.C., Puerto Rico and Guam.
Judges included “The
Tonight Show” host Jimmy
Fallon, 2018 National
Teacher of the Year Mandy
Manning of Spokane, Wash-
ington, and Kermit the Frog. 

Natalia piece, “Farmers,”
was created in response to
the competition’s theme,
“When I grow up, I hope...” 

“In the future, I hope there
will be more farms and more
people to grow their own
food. I think the planet will
be cleaner and people will be
healthier because of that,”
she said in June. 

GOOGLE: Girl gets scholarship 

CELEBRATING AN EARLY FOURTH

PHOTOS BY RUTH EPSTEIN  REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

Cornwall’s early Fourth of July celebration put on by the Park and Recreation Commission
featured a variety of activities Saturday. Volunteer firefighters brought a truck and hose
to cool down youngsters.

Try as they might, the adults could not muster enough strength to defeat the youngsters
in a tug of war Saturday. 

“A lot of families can’t travel
outside of Waterbury and a
lot of children don’t know re-
sources other than what they
see here.”

The van will also be used to
transport the 26 girls en-
rolled at Save Girls on Fyer
to a number of different sum-
mer camp programs outside
of Waterbury that provided
scholarships for them.

Some 50 other families not
involved with the agency will
receive free transportation to
camps outside of the city as
well, she said.

The girls involved in the
organization’s Leadership
Academy and subsequent
Liberation on Fire group,
both of which encourage
community service and vol-
unteerism, will be transport-
ed by the van to those various

opportunities throughout the
city, she said. 

“In the future, as we devel-
op our program more, it is to
bring our program outside of
the four walls and to go into
different communities and
maybe offer our services at
local recreation centers,” she
said.

Cathy Smith, president of
the Elisha Leavenworth
Foundation, said the charita-
ble organization knew of
Porter’s work in the commu-
nity, and donated the money
for the van after learning
more about its scope.

“Jackie came to our meet-
ing and presented us with her
work,” which is such a com-
pelling story,” Smith said.
“Our mission is Waterbury
youth, education and culture
in Waterbury. This is basical-

ly our mission which she’s
doing. We really want to
learn more about this pro-
gram and the work she does,
because the outreach has
been incredible.”

She praised Porter for
identifying and addressing a
specific need.

“I think this is a really
unique niche,” she said.
“She’s targeted young
women in stressful situations
and talking about opportuni-
ties — education, cultural,
enrichment opportunities
that they wouldn’t have had.”

For more information, visit
www.savegirlsonfyer.org.

Contact Mike Patrick at
mpatrick@rep-am.com, on
Twitter @RA_MikePatrick or
on Facebook at RA.Mike.
Patrick.

BUS: Free transportation

Continued from 2B

the 2019-20 fiscal year.
Board of Education Chair-

man Leslie Crotty said the
money will be used mostly
for infrastructure repairs
previously cut or reduced to
avoid “kicking the can down
the road.”

The bulk — $459,856 — of
the money will go toward
utilities and maintenance,
under which there are three
categories. 

The first category is unan-
ticipated maintenance. The
HVAC maintenance costs
were drastically higher this
year than planned, and high-
er than the five-year histori-
cal average for costs, DiSta-
sio said, due largely to faulty
connectors in the air han-
dling units that lead to glycol
leaks at the high school this
past school year and at Jud-
son the year before.

“Seeing as since this hap-
pened not once but twice, we
made all the repairs and in-
spected all the connectors at
all the schools,” DiStasio said.

The heat exchanger at the
high school pool needed re-
placing, and there were
fencing repairs and water-
proofing of a wall at the high

school as well.
That work accounted for

$274,000.
The second utilities cate-

gory is deferred projects
that were planned for but
put off due to other projects
taking priority during the
school year.

Officials will dedicate
$152,000 of the money to-
ward asphalt sidewalks at
John Trumbull and bath-
room hand dryers and water
filling stations at the high
school.

New requests, the third
category, account for
$32,000, and went toward a

ramp at graduation so that
handicapped students could
get their diplomas on stage.

Some money, about
$85,000, went toward the
supplies line item for math
curriculum software and
iPads for completing psych
evaluations, DiStasio said. 

Also, about $23,000 was
added to the purchased
services line item for in-
service training sessions for
administrators and staff,
DiStasio said.

The purchase orders were
prepared by July 1 as to use
the funds in the 2018-19
school year.

REPAIRS: Projects to complete

REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN ARCHIVES

Minimum Budget Requirement money will be used to
make repairs at Watertown public schools, including the
high school.

WHAT’S
DINNER

for

Salisbury steak. 
Antipasto salad. 
Enchilada lasagna.
Calzone. Stir fry. ... 
Those are just some of 
the things Steven Valenti 
shows you how to make 
in a video blog at rep-am.com.

Keep up with news 
as it happens

throughout the day 
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