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Girls get into a new donated van at Save Girls on FYER in Waterbury on Tuesday. The group used grant money to buy a van
the agency will use to address the emotional and physical needs of young, inner city girls.

New van will help agency show girls another world

WATERBURY
he girls climbed
one by one into
the parked van,
bound for an ac-

tivity inner city youth rarely
get an opportunity to partici-
pate in — sailing and kayak-
ing lessons.

Even though they may not
grow up to be sailors or pad-
dling enthusiasts, they knew
there was a greater purpose
behind their educational trip.

“It forces you to talk with
new people and not iust stav
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with the same people all the
time,” 15-year-old Mia
Nartey said.

“Allin all, it’s a new experi-
ence,” Ana Coyanda-Parkzes,
13, said. “It’s pushing you out
of vour comfort zone. rather
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than just sailing itself.”

To embrace new experi-
ences and seize opportunities
to grow are tenets behind the
programming at Save Girls on
FYER, which provides men-
toring and enrichment for in-
ner city girls ages 11 to 17.

The acronym stands for
“Future Young Educated
Role model.”

The agency will be able to
grow its programs, including
trips such as this one to the
Quassy Sailing Center, thanks
to a $35.000 grant from the

Elisha Leavenworth Founda-
tion that helped purchase a
van for transportation.

“The main purpose of us
getting this grant is, besides
field trips, to get our girls
outside of Waterbury and
outside of their normal envi-
ronment,” said Jacquee
Porter, founder of Save Girls
on FYER.

“College tours is one of our
big things; to let them ex-
plore a lot of different col-
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Girls get into a new donated van at Save Girls on FYER in Waterbury on Tuesday.
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“A lot of families can’t travel
outside of Waterbury and a
lot of children don’t know re-
sources other than what they
see here.”

The van will also be used to
transport the 26 girls en-
rolled at Save Girls on Fyer
to a number of different sum-
mer camp programs outside
of Waterbury that provided
scholarships for them.

Some S0 other families not
involved with the agency will
receive free transportation to
camps outside of the city as
well, she said.

The girls involved in the
organization’s Leadership
Academy and subsequent
Liberation on Fire group,
both of which encourage
community service and vol-
unteerism, will be transport-
ed by the van to those various
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opportunities throughout the
city, she said.

“In the future, as we devel-
Op our program more, it is to
bring our program outside of
the four walls and to go into
different communities and
maybe offer our services at
local recreation centers,” she
said.

Cathy Smith, president of
the Elisha Leavenworth
Foundation, said the charita-
ble organization knew of
Porter’s work in the commu-
nity, and donated the money
for the van after learning
more about its scope.

“Jackie came to our meet-
ing and presented us with her
work,” which is such a com-
pelling story,” Smith said.
“Our mission is Waterbury
youth, education and culture
in Waterbury. This is basical-

ly our mission which she’s
doing. We really want to
learn more about this pro-
gram and the work she does,
because the outreach has
been incredible.”

She praised Porter for
identifying and addressing a
specific need.

“I think this is a really
unique niche,” she said.
“She’s targeted young
women in stressful situations
and talking about opportuni-
ties — education, cultural,
enrichment opportunities
that they wouldn’t have had.”

For more information, visit
www.savegirlsonfyer.org.

Contact Mike Patrick at
mpatrick@rep-am.com, on
Twitter @RA_MikePatrick or
on Facebook at RA.Mike.
Patrick.
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